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Frimont to denounce the armistice and to assume
command of the army corps of Prince Poniatowski.
I shall keep Your Majesty informed of what goes on.
I beg you not to doubt of my sincere attachment; it
is unalterable."

The Emperor knew very well from the Count of
Narbonne's reports that he ought to distrust Austria;
but he hid from others, and perhaps from himself, his
suspicions; and fancying that a single victory would
suffice to preserve the alliance of his father-in-law
and of all the princes of the Confederation of the
Rhine, he tried to inspire his wife, as well as his
generals and Ministers, with his own confidence in a
speedy and brilliant triumph. He imagined himself
still in the days of Austerlitz and Jena.

As for Marie Louise, she saw with sadness her
husband's departure. The thought of being Regent
of the vast Empire and of the Kingdom of Italy,
flattered her but little. She had never been ambi-
tious, and fear of the responsibility outweighed the
delights of power. She was, moreover, determined
blindly to follow the orders of her husband, who
should rule the Empire from afar.

After an affectionate leave-taking from his wife
and his son, Napoleon started to assume command
of his armies, and the Moniteur announced his
departure from Saint Cloud by this simple sentence:
u April 15, His Majesty the Emperor left for May-
ence to-day at one in the morning."

A few hours after her husband's departure, the